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Our Mission
The mission of the Theatre of the Performing 
Arts of Shreveport is to foster the culture, arts, 
and history of African Americans; to offer multi-
disciplined arts programs for children, youth, 
and adults; and to act as a clearinghouse for the 
arts in Northwest Louisiana.  To this end, TPA 
provides actors, dancers, musicians, directors, and 
playwrights of every hue with a theatrical venue 
where their talents can reach fruition.

Brief History
The Theatre of the Performing Arts of Shreveport 
(TPA) has successfully operated in the Shreveport 
metropolitan area for forty-eight (48) years, 
promoting a positive representation of African 
American culture through theatre, dance, music, 
visual arts,  African American history, and literature.  
Over the past thirty (30) years, TPA has developed 
and conducted cultural arts programs that address 
the challenges of low-income neighborhoods, such 
as gang violence, poor educational performance, 
and lack of quality cultural arts programming.  
During this period we have served thousands of 
youth and we have worked with a number of 
public agencies, faith-based organizations, and 
governmental entities.  

Yazzy Offers:
Instrumental Music 

Dance | Theater

Voice | Visual Arts

Students, ages 7 – 24, must audition.  

Audition information can be found on 

our website at www.tpaarts.org. 

Registration fees will apply.

Contact 318-525-0740 or 318-584-1610 

for more information.

Contact Us

Phone: 318-525-0740 or 318-621-8914
Email: tpaarts318@aol.com 
Web: www.tpaarts.org

Theatre of the Performing Arts of Shreveport
4005 Lakeshore Drive / Shreveport, LA 71109

2023 Sponsors: The State of Louisiana, Charles T. Beaird Family 
Foundation, The Community Foundation of North Louisiana, 
The Parish of Caddo, Caddo Parish School Board, The Black 
Arts Coalition with funds from the City of Shreveport, 
Shreveport Regional Arts Council with funds from the City 
of Shreveport, “Supported by a grant from the Louisiana 
State Arts Council through the Louisiana Division of the 
Arts, Office of Cultural Development, Department of Culture, 
Recreation & Tourism, in cooperation with the LA State Arts 
Council.  Funding has also been provided by the National 
Endowment for the Arts, Art Works”, New Orleans Jazz & 
Heritage Foundation, AKA Sorority – Sigma Rho Omega 
Chapter , Shreveport-Bossier Convention & Tourist Bureau , 
Alpha Media, Cumulus Radio, Mr. James Britt, Summer Grove 
United Methodist Church & South Arts, Inc.

Friends of TPA/YAZZY: Marsha O. Millican, APAC, S.A. Doyle 
& Associates, Jerry & Candy Welch, Lakeshore Development 
LLC, Orlisa K. Nash-Johnson & Professional Business Services 
of S’port, LLC

Summer Morning Mix Scholarship Sponsors: James Woolfolk 
II, Jackie Williams, Kenneth Coutee & Dr. Raymond Hicks
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Yazzy Faculty

Donald Walters & Charles Walker
Music Coordinators/

Instrumental Music Teachers

Nolan Budgewater
Artistic Director/ Theater Teacher

Khayla Maywether 
Theater Assistant

Kimberly Johnson
Dance Choreographer

Joanne Black & Keeanah Jones 
Visual Arts Teachers

Set Designers

Devon King, Iris S. Ester, 
& Marcia Nelson
Voice Teachers

Julie B. Lester
Music/Voice Consultant

TPA Staff

Gloria C. Gipson
Founder/Executive Director

Martina G. Williams
Director

Pamela B. Levy
Finance Clerk

“The arts gives wings to“The arts gives wings to
the mind and flight the mind and flight 
to the imagination!”to the imagination!”

TPA Board Members

Eursla D. Hardy, Chairwoman

Pamela B. Levy, Treasurer

Constance Green

Michael R. La’Fitte, Jr.

Allison Washington

Ryan Williams

2023 Events & Activities:
February 25, 2023

Yazzy Field Trip
MS Civil Rights Theater & 

New Stage Theater
 Jackson, Mississippi

April 27 & 28, 2023 

MS Puppet Arts Theatre presents 

Trickster Tales

starring “Anansi & The Spider” 
for school age children 

grades Pre-K thru 5th grade

2 performances a day

June 12 thru July 28, 2023

30th Annual Yazzy Summer Morning Mix

Classes Monday thru Wednesday 
from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm  

& Saturday from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

Grand Finale Production on 
Friday,  July 28, 7:00 pm, 
at The Riverview Theatre,  

600 Clyde Fant Pkwy. 


